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What Is It?
Isoparaffins are branched chain hydrocarbons. Isoparaffin ingredients most frequently found cosmetics
and personal care products are C13-14 Isoparaffin, Isododecane and Isohexadecane.

Other Isoparaffin ingredients that may be found in cosmetics and personal care products include: C7-8
Isoparaffin, C8-9 Isoparaffin, C9-11 Isoparaffin, C9-12 Isoparaffin, C9-13 Isoparaffin, C9-14 Isoparaffin,
C9-16 Isoparaffin, C10-11 Isoparaffin, C10-12 Isoparaffin, C10-13 Isoparaffin, C11-12 Isoparaffin, C11-
13 Isoparaffin, C11-14 Isoparaffin, C12-14 Isoparaffin, C12-20 Isoparaffin, C13-16 Isoparaffin, C18-70
Isoparaffin, C20-40 Isoparaffin, Isooctane and Isoeicosane.

In cosmetics and personal care products, Isoparaffin ingredients may be used in eye makeup
preparations, including mascara, makeup preparations, manicuring preparations, skin care and hair
care products.

Why is it used in cosmetics and personal care products?
The isoparaffin ingredients function primarily as solvents in cosmetics and personal care products.
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The following additional functions have also been reported for the isoparaffin ingredients.

Skin-conditioning agent -- emollient -- Isohexadecane, C9-16 Isoparaffin, C12-20 Isoparaffin, C20-40 Isoparaffin,
Isoeicosane

Skin-conditioning agent -- miscellaneous -- C11-12 Isoparaffin

Skin-conditioning agent -- occlusive â€“ C18-17 Isoparaffin

Viscosity decreasing agent  -- C7-8 Isoparaffin, C8-9 Isoparaffin, C9-11 Isoparaffin, C9-12 Isoparaffin, C9-13
Isoparaffin, C9-14 Isoparaffin, C10-11 Isoparaffin, C10-12 Isoparaffin, C11-14 Isoparaffin

Scientific Facts: 
Isoparaffins are branched-chain aliphatic hydrocarbons. The C followed by the numbers in the
ingredient name represents the number of carbons in the chain.

For example, C13-14 Isoparaffin is a mixture of branched-chain aliphatic hydrocarbons with 13 or
14 carbons in the chain. Isoparaffin ingredients containing aliphatic hydrocarbons with
predominantly a single carbon chain length have names that represent the number of carbons in
the chain.

For example, Isooctane has 8 carbons, Isododecane has 12 carbons, Isohexadecane has 16
carbons and Isoeicosane has 20 carbons.
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